
Partitions used for sound isolation are often required to also provide fire resistance. This is
especially true in multi-family construction where the vast majority of unit demising walls and
floor/ceiling assemblies must be fire rated. Solid working knowledge of fire-resistive designs
is essential for architects to design acoustic partitions that can actually be built on-site.
There are many design elements that work well for fire and for acoustics, but there are also
areas where what works well for fire can be at odds with what works well for acoustics. In
this presentation, we will look at the elements of acoustic and fire design both for basic wall
and floor/ceiling assemblies and for design details like wall-wall and wall-ceiling
intersections.

PROGRAM OVERVIEW:

DON'T LET YOUR GOOD SOUND 
ISOLATION GO UP IN SMOKE

PAC offers architects and designers the opportunity to earn professional development credits
with its accredited online educational course provided through AEC Daily.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES:
Understand the basics of acoustic and fire design requirements including code minimum
acoustical ratings and the typical fire rating requirements.
Understand the potential variation in the perceived acoustical performance of wall or
floor/ceiling assemblies with the same acoustic or fire rating.
Understand the acoustic-driven design changes that can adversely affect fire ratings, and
the fire-driven design changes that can adversely affect acoustic ratings.
Understand the acoustic and fire design elements to consider when detailing wall-wall
and wall-ceiling intersections.

CREDITS:
AIA approved course
This course qualifies for 1.0 LU/HSW
Course Code: PAC002
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